Church Leadership

Forms of church leadership organization:
· Episcopal form: one, or several, in charge at the top, typically outside and removed from the local church make the decisions
· Presbyterian form: with central leadership representatives elected from the membership typically both at the local and denominational level make the decisions
· Congregational form: the people themselves make the decisions 

Ephesians 4:11-16  ESV
(11)  And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers,  
(12)  to equip the saints for the work of ministry,
for building up the body of Christ,  
(13)  until we all attain to the unity of the faith
and of the knowledge of the Son of God,
to mature manhood,
to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ,
(14)  so that we may no longer be children,
tossed to and fro by the waves
and carried about by every wind of doctrine,
by human cunning,
by craftiness in deceitful schemes.
(15)  Rather, speaking the truth in love,
we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head,
into Christ,  (16)  from whom the whole body,
joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped,
when each part is working properly,
makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.
Luke 22:25-27  CEV
(25)  So Jesus told them:
Foreign kings order their people around,
and powerful rulers call themselves everyone's friends.
(26)  But don't be like them.
The most important one of you should be like the least important,
and your leader should be like a servant.
(27)  Who do people think is the greatest, a person who is served or one who serves?
Isn't it the one who is served?
But I have been with you as a servant.
Titus 1:5-13  AMP
(5)  For this reason I left you [behind] in Crete, 
that you might set right what was defective and finish what was left undone, and 
that you might appoint elders and set them over the churches (assemblies) in every city 
as I directed you.
(6)  [These elders should be] men who are of
· unquestionable integrity and are irreproachable,
· the husband of [but] one wife, 
· whose children are [well trained and are] believers, 
· not open to the accusation of being loose in morals and conduct or unruly and disorderly.
(7)  For the bishop (an overseer) as God's steward
· must be blameless, 
· not self-willed or arrogant or presumptuous; 
· he must not be quick-tempered or given to drink or pugnacious (brawling, violent); 
· he must not be grasping and greedy for filthy lucre (financial gain);
· (8)  But he must be hospitable (loving and 
· a friend to believers, especially to strangers and foreigners); 
· [he must be] a lover of goodness [of good people and good things], 
· sober-minded (sensible, discreet), 
· upright and fair-minded, 
· a devout man and religiously correct, 
· temperate and keeping himself in hand.
· (9)  He must hold fast to the sure and trustworthy Word of God as he was taught it, 
so that he may be able both to give stimulating instruction and 
encouragement in sound (wholesome) doctrine and 
to refute and convict those who contradict and oppose it [showing the wayward their error].
(10)  For there are many disorderly and unruly men 
· who are idle (vain, empty) and 
· misleading talkers and 
· self-deceivers and deceivers of others. 
[This is true] especially of those of the circumcision party [who have come over from Judaism].
(11)  Their mouths must be stopped,
· for they are mentally distressing and subverting whole families 
· by teaching what they ought not to teach, 
· for the purpose of getting base advantage and disreputable gain.
(12)  One of their [very] number, a prophet of their own, said, 
Cretans are always liars, hurtful beasts, idle and lazy gluttons.
(13)  And this account of them is [really] true. 
Because it is [true], rebuke them sharply [deal sternly, even severely with them], 
so that they may be sound in the faith and free from error,
1Timothy 3:1-13  AMP
(1)  THE SAYING is true and irrefutable: If any man [eagerly] seeks the office of bishop (superintendent, overseer), he desires an excellent task (work).
(2)  Now a bishop (superintendent, overseer) 
· must give no grounds for accusation 
· but must be above reproach, 
· the husband of one wife, 
· circumspect and temperate and self-controlled; 
· [he must be] sensible and well behaved and dignified and lead an orderly (disciplined) life; 
· [he must be] hospitable [showing love for and being a friend to the believers, especially strangers or foreigners, and be] 
· a capable and qualified teacher,
· (3)  Not given to wine, 
· not combative but gentle and considerate, 
· not quarrelsome but forbearing and peaceable, and 
· not a lover of money [insatiable for wealth and ready to obtain it by questionable means].
· (4)  He must rule his own household well, 
· keeping his children under control, 
· with true dignity, 
· commanding their respect in every way and 
· keeping them respectful.
(5)  For if a man does not know how to rule his own household, how is he to take care of the church of God?
· (6)  He must not be a new convert, 
or he may [develop a beclouded and stupid state of mind] as the result of pride [be blinded by conceit, and] fall into the condemnation that the devil [once] did. [Isa. 14:12-14.]
· (7)  Furthermore, he must have a good reputation and 
· be well thought of by those outside [the church], 
lest he become involved in slander and incur reproach and fall into the devil's trap.
(8)  In like manner the deacons 
· [must be] worthy of respect, 
· not shifty and double-talkers 
· but sincere in what they say, 
· not given to much wine, 
· not greedy for base gain [craving wealth and resorting to ignoble and dishonest methods of getting it].
· (9)  They must possess the mystic secret of the faith [Christian truth as hidden from ungodly men] with a clear conscience.
(10)  And let them also be
· tried and investigated and proved first; 
· then, if they turn out to be above reproach, let them serve [as deacons].
(11)  [The] women likewise must be worthy of respect 
· and serious, 
· not gossipers, 
· but temperate and self-controlled, 
· [thoroughly] trustworthy in all things.
(12)  Let deacons be 
· the husbands of but one wife, and 
· let them manage [their] children and their own households well.
(13)  For those who perform well as deacons 
acquire a good standing for themselves 
and also gain much confidence and freedom and boldness in the faith which is [founded on and centers] in Christ Jesus.
1Timothy 5:17-22   AMP
(17)  Let the elders who perform the duties of their office well 
be considered doubly worthy of honor [and of adequate financial support], 
especially those who labor faithfully in preaching and teaching.
(18)  For the Scripture says, You shall not muzzle an ox when it is treading out the grain, and again, The laborer is worthy of his hire. [Deut. 25:4; Luke 10:7.]
(19)  Listen to no accusation [presented before a judge] against an elder 
unless it is confirmed by the testimony of two or three witnesses. [Deut. 19:15.]
(20)  As for those who are guilty and persist in sin, 
rebuke and admonish them in the presence of all, 
so that the rest may be warned 
and stand in wholesome awe and fear.
(21)  I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus and of the chosen angels 
that you guard and keep [these rules] without personal prejudice or favor, 
doing nothing from partiality.
(22)  Do not be in a hurry in the laying on of hands [giving the sanction of the church too hastily in reinstating expelled offenders or in ordination in questionable cases], 
nor share or participate in another man's sins; 
keep yourself pure.
Mark 10:42-45  AMP
(42)  But Jesus called them to [Him] and said to them, 
You know that those who are recognized as governing and are supposed to rule the Gentiles (the nations) lord it over them [ruling with absolute power, holding them in subjection], 
and their great men exercise authority and dominion over them.
(43)  But this is not to be so among you; instead, 
whoever desires to be great among you must be your servant,
(44)  And whoever wishes to be most important and first in rank among you must be slave of all.
[bookmark: _GoBack](45)  For even the Son of Man came not to have service rendered to Him, but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for (instead of) many.
Page 6 of 6

